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Instruments can single-reed, double-reed or free-reed.

Mousical Instruments
Worksheet 14
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Reed Instruments

Many wind instruments depend on a thin, flexible sheet called a reed to produce a musical sound. Reeds used
to be always made of cane. These days they can also be made of other materials such as plastic, metal and

Air flow causes the reed to vibrate. The reed in a single-reed instrument vibrates against another surface. The
reeds in a double-reed instrument vibrate against each other. A free reed vibrates within its own space.

Use your library to determine whether the following instruments are reed instruments and whether they are
single-reed, double-reed or free-reed instruments.

Bagpipes
Bassoon
Cor anglais
Piccolo
Crumhorn
Oboe
Saxophone
Clarinet
Harmonica
Flute
Accordion
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